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AUBURN * MORE THAN YOU IMAGINED




ORDINANCENO.6139

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

AUBURN, WASHINGTON, AMENDING CHAPTER 8.08 OF THE

AUBURN CITY CODE RELATING TO SOLID WASTE

WHEREAS, the City provides for refuse and garbage services; and

WHEREAS, it is the City’s policy to have its operations and services
reflective of their true costs in terms of value and fees charged; and

WHEREAS, the City has reviewed its solid waste code provisions and
rates and it is therefore appropriate that the provisions of this chapter be
amended to meet the City’s needs.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUBURN,
WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN as follows:

Section 1. Amendment to City Code. That chapter 8.08 of the Auburn

City Code be and the same hereby is amended to read as follows:

Chapter 8.08

SOLID WASTE*

Sections:

8.08.010 Scope.

8.08.020 Intent.

8.08.030 Definitions.

8.08.040 Removal and disposal — City powers.

8.08.050 Solid waste utility — Solid waste administrator.
8.08.060 Solid waste fund.

8.08.070 Collection — General provisions.

8.08.080  Containers — Required.

8.08.090 Containers — Special disposal regulatlons

8.08.100 Containers — Set out of containers — Anti-scavenging.
8.08.110 Containers — Cleanliness.

8.08.120 Collection — Yard debris.
8.08.130 Disposal restrictions generally.
8.08.140 Disposal restrictions.
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8.08.150 Collection — Contract.

8.08.160 Collection — Only by contractor — Contract terms — Compliance requlred
8.08.170 Collection charges — Establishment.

8.08.180 Collection charges — Residential and commercial collections.

8.08.185 Special collection district.

8.08.186 Collection charges — Residential, multifamily and commercial collections

— Special collection district.
8.08.190 Special services.
8.08.200 Miscellaneous fees and charges.

8.08.210 Collection charge — Payment — Nonpayment action.
8.08.220 Suspending collection from customers.

8.08.230 Annexation.

8.08.240 City's administrative powers.

8.08.250 Violation — Penalty.

8.08.010 Scope.

This chapter applies to all territory embraced within the city limits of the city of Auburn.
(Ord. 5968 § 1, 2006; Ord. 5622 § 1, 2001; Ord. 5243 § 1, 1999; Ord. 5212 § 1 (Exh. D),
1999; Ord. 4500 § 2, 1991.)

8.08.020 Intent.

The provisions of this chapter are adopted for the safety, health and general welfare of the
public. There is hereby established a uniform system for the collection and disposal of
solid waste, including garbage, recyclables and yard debris. A solid waste service
provider shall provide such collection and disposal under written agreement with the city.
All single-family residences, multifamily residences and commercial customers,
excepting those areas defined in Ordinances 5346, 5516, and 5937, as hereafter set forth,
shall be entitled and required to utilize the services of the city's service providers.
Garbage collection service is mandatory for all single-family residences, multifamily
residences and commercial customers, excepting those areas defined in Ordinances 5346,
5516, and 5937. The charges/fees set by the city shall be applied whether or not the
service is utilized. It is the intention of this chapter to meet state, King County and Pierce
County solid waste comprehensive plan goals. Recycling and waste reduction is a
primary objective of this chapter. (Ord. 5968 § 1, 2006; Ord. 5622 § 1,2001; Ord. 5243 §
1, 1999; Ord. 5212 § 1 (Exh. D), 1999; Ord. 4500 § 2, 1991.)

8.08.030 Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

A. "Adequate service" means the establishment of and payment for a solid waste
services account at the level of service necessary for the containment and collection of
disposed solid waste at each single-family residence, multifamily residence or
commercial customer, as determined by the administrator. This level of containment shall
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be rodent, bird and insect resistant and contain solid waste in a sanitary condition at all
times,

B. "Administrator" means the official of the city holding the office of public works
director, or the official's designated representative.

C. "Ashes" means the solid waste products of coal, wood and other fuels used for
heating and cooking from all public and private establishments and from all residences.
D. "Cart" means a city-approved wheeled cart that is a plastic container with 35, 64
or 96 gallons of capacity; designed for and used with a hydraulic lifting mechanism;
weighing not over 50 pounds per 32-gallon capacity when full; fitted with a sturdy handle
and a cover; be rodent, bird and insect resistant; and be capable of holding collected
liquids without spilling when in an upright position.

E. "City" means the city of Auburn, located in King County and Pierce County,
Washington.

F. "City's agent" means the city's solid waste service provider.

G. "Commercial customer" includes multifamily residences, businesses, institutions,

governmental agencies and all other users of commercial-type garbage or recyclables
collection services. :

H. "Curb" or "curbside" means on the single-family residence's property, within five
feet of the public street without blocking sidewalks, driveways or on-street parking. If
extraordinary circumstances preclude such a location, curbside shall be considered a
placement suitable to the resident, convenient to the service provider's equipment, and
mutually agreed to by the city and city-contracted service provider.

L "Detachable container" means a watertight metal or plastic container equipped
with a tight-fitting cover, capable of being mechanically unloaded into a collection
vehicle, and that is not less than one cubic yard nor greater than eight cubic yards in
capacity.

J. "Drop-box container" means an all metal container with 10 cubic yards or more
capacity that is loaded onto a specialized collection vehicle, transported to a disposal or
recycling site, emptied and transported back to the customer's site.

K. "Garbage" means all putrescible and nonputrescible solid and semi-solid wastes,
including, but not limited to, rubbish, ashes and discarded commodities that are placed by
customers in appropriate bins, bags, cans or other receptacles for collection by city
agents. The term "garbage" shall not include special wastes, swill,
construction/demolition materials segregated from other wastes, or source-separated
recyclables and yard debris.

L. "Garbage can" means an approved container that is a watertight galvanized sheet
metal or plastic container not exceeding four cubic feet or 32 gallons in capacity;
weighing not over 50 pounds when full; fitted with two sturdy handles, on each side; and
fitted with a tight cover equipped with a handle. All containers shall be rodent, bird and
insect resistant and kept in a sanitary condition at all times.

M. "King County disposal system" means the areas owned, leased or controlled by
the King County solid waste division, King County, Washington (per the county
interlocal agreement with the city) for the disposal of garbage.
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N. "Micro-can" means a container that is a watertight galvanized sheet-metal or
plastic container not exceeding 10 gallons in capacity or 15 pounds in weight when full;
fitted with two sturdy handles, one on each side; and fitted with a tight cover equipped
with a handle. All containers shall be rodent, bird and insect resistant and kept in a
sanitary condition at all times.

0. "Mini-can" means a container that is a watertight galvanized sheet-metal or plastic
container not exceeding 20 gallons in capacity or 30 pounds in weight when full; fitted
with two sturdy handles, one on each side; and fitted with a tight cover equipped with'a
handle. All containers shall be rodent, bird and insect resistant and kept in a sanitary
condition at all times.

P. "Minimum service level" means a single-family residential, multifamily
residential or commercial service at a 10-gallon garbage can rate, or at adequate service
as determined by the administrator. The average weekly size and frequency of garbage
service for a particular customer shall be as determined necessary to meet health
standards by the administrator (adequate service).

Q. "Multifamily residence" means a multiple-unit residence with three or more units
in a complex served by a common garbage storage container. Mobile home parks with
common garbage storage containers are considered multifamily residences.

R. "Occupied unit" is defined as all units having active city utility accounts.

S. "Person" means every person, firm, partnership, association, institution and
corporation. The term also means the occupant and/or the owner of the premises eligible,
entitled, or required to be served, or for which service is rendered, as described in this

chapter.

T. "Private drive" means a privately owned or maintained way serving fewer than
four residences; or serving less than one residence for every 100 yards in distance.

U. "Private road" means a privately owned and maintained way that allows for
access by a service truck and that serves four or more residences.

V. "Public street" means a public way used for public travel, including public alleys.
W. "Putrescible waste" means solid waste which contains material capable of being
readily decomposed by microorganisms.

X. "Recycling" means any process by which solid waste materials are transformed

into reusable resources or reusing waste materials and extracting valuable materials from
a waste stream.

Y. "Recyclables" means certain reclaimable materials that are separated from
garbage by the generator for recycling or reuse, including, but not limited to paper fibers,
metals, glass, plastics, organics and other materials.

Z. "Recycling cart" means a service provider-provided 35-, 64- or 96-gallon wheeled
cart suitable for household collection, storage and curbside placement of residential
recyclables.

AA. "Recycling container(s)" means a service provider-provided container suitable for
on-site collection, storage and placement of recyclables at multifamily residence and
commercial customer locations.
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AB. "Residence" and "residential" mean living space(s) individually rented, leased or
owned.

AC. "Service provider(s)" or "city agent" means that entity(ies) holding a valid
contract(s) with the city to collect and dispose of solid waste.
- AD. "Single-family residence" means a one-unit house, one unit of a duplex, or a

mobile home with individual garbage collection located on a public street or private road.
Residences located in an area that does not allow safe access, turn-around, or clearance
for service vehicles or on a private drive will be provided service if materials are set out
adjacent to a public street or private road. See also ACC 8.08.090, entitled "Containers —
Special disposal regulations."

AE.  "Solid waste" means garbage, recyclables and yard debris.

AF.  "Special collection district" means the annexed areas described in Ordinances
5346, 5516, and 5937.

AG. "Special waste" means any discarded material from a nonresidential source

including: process sludges, waste from a pollution control process, waste containing free
liquids, unknown chemical containing equipment removed from service, residue from the
cleanup of a spill of a waste chemical, contaminated residuals from the cleanup of a
facility associated with chemical waste, off-specifications and outdated commercial
products or chemicals, friable asbestos, asbestos-bearing process waste, untreated
medical waste, treated medical waste, residues/sludges from septic tanks, incinerator ash,
oil, paint and emission control filters.

AH. "Swill" means and includes every waste accumulation of animal, fruit or
vegetable matter, liquid or otherwise, that attends the preparation, use, cooking, dealing
in or storing of meat, fish, fowl, fruit and vegetables, except coffee grounds.

Al “Tipping Fee” means cost charged by the transfer station or landfill to dispose of one
ton of refuse.

AJ.  "WUTC" means the Washington Ultilities and Transportation Commission.

AK. "Waste reduction" means reducing the amount or type of waste generated.

AL.  "Yard debris" means leaves, grass clippings of woody as well as fleshy plants.
Nonflocked Christmas trees are acceptable as yard debris if cut up and bundled. Material
larger than four inches in diameter or four feet in length is excluded. Degradable string or
twine, not nylon or other synthetic material, shall secure bundles of yard debris.

AM. "Yard debris cart" means a service provider-provided 96-gallon wheeled cart
provided to subscribing single-family residences, multifamily residences and commercial
customers for the purpose of containing and collecting yard debris. (Ord. 5968 § 1, 2006;
Ord. 5622 § 1,2001; Ord. 5243 § 1, 1999; Ord. 5212 § 1 (Exh. D), 1999; Ord. 4500 § 2,
1991.)

8.08.040 Removal and disposal — City powers.

This chapter empowers the city to buy, maintain or lease and operate equipment for the
removal and disposal of waste within the city in the event such alternative method of
disposal is deemed necessary by the city council. (Ord. 5968 § 1, 2006; Ord. 5622 § 1,
2001; Ord. 5243 § 1, 1999; Ord. 5212 § 1 (Exh. D), 1999; Ord. 4500 § 2, 1991.)
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8.08.050 Solid waste utility — Solid waste administrator.

For the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions and aims of this chapter, there is
created a solid waste utility. The solid waste administrator shall be the administrative
head of the solid waste utility. The solid waste administrator shall have supervision of the
collection of and disposal of solid waste and shall have full charge and control of all work
provided for and contemplated under this chapter and as may be provided for by rules
and regulations adopted by the city council and shall further have charge of the
enforcement of all charges for services rendered and shall exercise the duties of the
position under such regulations and restrictions set forth in any contracts entered into
between the city and the city's agent. (Ord. 5968 § 1, 2006; Ord. 5622 § 1, 2001; Ord.
5243 § 1, 1999; Ord. 5212 § 1 (Exh. D), 1999; Ord. 4500 § 2, 1991.)

8.08.060 Solid waste fund.

There is established a solid waste fund of the city. All receipts for the collection and
disposal of solid waste and all moneys received for the solid waste program shall be
deposited with the director of finance and shall become a part of the solid waste fund.
The expenses of establishing, conducting and operating the solid waste program shall be
paid therefrom, and the city council may also provide for additional revenue to be paid
into the fund from time to time. (Ord. 5968 § 1, 2006; Ord. 5622 § 1, 2001; Ord. 5243 §
1, 1999; Ord. 5212 § 1 (Exh. D), 1999; Ord. 4500 § 2, 1991.)

8.08.070 Collection — General provisions.

A. The city's agents shall collect, remove and dispose of all solid waste from single-
family and multifamily residences and commercial establishments in the city at least once
each week, or as often as required by the solid waste administrator. All occupied units are
required to have minimum service or adequate service as required by the administrator.
B. For the purpose of health, sanitation, and common good of the community, to
ensure safe accumulation, storage, collection, transportation, and disposal of solid waste,
the city's agents shall be the exclusive agents of the city to collect, dispose, remove,
handle and transport solid waste within the city limits for the purpose of recycling, waste
reduction, and composting.

C. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit any person from transporting recyclable
materials, in his own vehicle either by himself or by his employees, and disposing of
waste products produced by himself so long as he complies with this chapter and any
other regulations of the city and the state dealing with solid waste management,
recycling, waste reduction, and composting.

D. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a contractor employed to demolish,
construct, or remodel a building or structure, including but not limited to land clearing
operations and construction wastes, from hauling waste created in connection with such
employment in equipment owned by the contractor and operated by the contractor's
employees.

Ordinance No. 6139
December 17, 2007
Page 6 of 28




E. Nothing in this section shall prohibit nonprofit corporations from collecting
recyclable materials. (Ord. 5968 § 1, 2006; Ord. 5622 § 1, 2001; Ord. 5243 § 1, 1999,
Ord. 5212 § 1 (Exh. D), 1999; Ord. 4500 § 2, 1991.)

8.08.080 Containers — Required.

A. All persons accumulating garbage in the city shall place and accumulate the same
in a garbage can, micro-can, mini-can, detachable container, drop-box container, or such
other collection container that is approved by the city's solid waste service provider(s).
Recyclables may be accumulated, for collection by the city service provider(s), in
recycling carts or recycling containers, or such other collection container that is approved
by the city's current service provider(s). Yard debris may initially be accumulated for
collection by the city service provider(s) in yard debris carts, and once such cart is full, in
such other collection container that is approved by the city's current service provider(s)
for overflow volumes.

B. It is the duty of the owner of any dwelling, flat, apartment house or mobile home
park to furnish or to see that his/her tenants have adequate garbage service and are
adequately supplied with such cans/containers.

C. It is the duty of the property owner of a commercial building to see that his/her
tenants have adequate garbage service and are adequately supplied with such
cans/containers.

D. All single-family residential garbage shall be placed in a service-provider or
customer-provided garbage can, micro-can, mini-can or wheeled cart. In all cases,
customers shall have at least one rigid container as their primary garbage container.
Plastic bags may be used for overflow volumes of garbage, but not as a customer's
primary container, and may be subject to an additional service charge or fee. All
containers shall be packed so that the contents of the container will dump out rapidly
when the container is inverted. Containers shall be located at their appropriate storage
location as required in ACC Title 18, Zoning, except on the day of scheduled pickup.

E. All multifamily residential and commercial customer garbage shall be placed in a
service-provider or customer-provided garbage can, micro-can, mini-can, wheeled cart,
detachable container or drop-box container. Garbage cans, micro-cans, mini-cans,
wheeled carts and detachable containers shall be packed so that the contents of the
container will dump out rapidly when the container is inverted. All containers shall be
located in conformance with the requirements set forth in ACC Title 18, Zoning.

F. Garbage containers and other approved containers shall not weigh more than the
weight limits set forth in their respective definitions in ACC 8.08.030, entitled
"Definitions." Garbage containers shall not be overloaded beyond the point where covers
can be securely replaced. Single-family residential customers shall place all garbage
containers, micro-cans, mini-cans, recycling carts, yard debris carts or other approved
container at curbside on a public street or private road as provided in ACC 8.08.100,
entitled "Containers — Set out of containers — Anti-scavenging." (Ord. 5968 § 1, 2006;
Ord. 5622 § 1,2001; Ord. 5243 § 1, 1999; Ord. 5212 § 1 (Exh. D), 1999; Ord. 4500 § 2,
1991.) :
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