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ORDINANCENO. 6157

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF AUBURN, WASHINGTON, AMENDING
SECTION 12.04.010 OF THE AUBURN CITY CODE
RELATING TO HIGHWAY ACCESS MANAGEMENT

WHEREAS, Chapter 47.50 RCW establishes an access management
program for state highways to limit the number of access points to those
highways; and

WHEREAS, one requiremenf of Chapter 47.50 is that local jurisdictions
adopt an access management program for those state highways passing through
their jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, the State Department of Transportation has adopted WAC
Chapter 468-52, which sets forth an access control classification system and
standards for the regulation and control of vehicular access to the state highway
system; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the City of Auburn should adopt by
reference WAC Chapter 468-52; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Auburn’s Design Standards, under which the City
will administer the access management program, are incorrectly designated in
ACC 12.04.010 as the City’s Transportation Design Standards,

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUBURN,

WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN as follows:
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Section 1. Amendment to City Code. That section 12.04.010 of

the Auburn City Code be and the same hereby is amended to read as follows:

12.04.010 Adoption of standard plans, specifications, details, and
design standards.

A. Adopted — Standard Plans. A manual of specific plans or
drawings developed, adopted and titled “Standard Plans (M21-01)
for Road, Bridge, and Municipal Construction” prepared by the
Washington State Department of Transportation and the American
Public Works ‘Association, Washington State Chapter, the latest
publication and amendments thereto, as supplemented and
amended by the city engineer for specific construction applications
and for conformance with adopted city design standards,
hereinafter referred to as the “standard plans” is adopted by
reference.

B. Adopted — Standard Specifications. The Standard
Specifications for Road, Bridge and Municipal Construction, the
latest (English) edition publication and amendments thereto which
includes the APWA Supplement (Section 1-99), as issued by the
Washington State Department of Transportation and the American
Public Works Association, Washington State Chapter, as
supplemented and amended by the city engineer for specific
construction applications and for conformance with adopted city
design standards, hereinafter referred to as the “standard
specifications” is adopted by reference.

C. Adopted — Standard Details. A manual of specific plans or
drawings developed and adopted by the city of Auburn department
of public works which show frequently recurring components of
work that have been standardized for repetitive use, as
supplemented and amended by the city engineer for specific
construction applications and for conformance with adopted city
design standards, hereinafter referred to as the “standard details” is
adopted by reference.

I D. Adopted —Fransportation-Design Standards. A manual of
specific plans or drawings developed and adopted by the city of
Auburn department of public works which show frequently recurring
infrastructure standards for each respective classification of city

| street—facilities _as approved by the public works committee,
supplemented and amended by the city engineer for specific
construction applications and for conformance with adopted city
design standards, hereinafter referred to as the “Design
transportation-sStandards” is adopted by reference.
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E. Adopted — Highway Access Management. Chapter 468-
o2 WAC, Highway Access Management — Access Control
Classification System and Standards, and amendments thereto,
with the exception of WAC 468-52-060 and 468-52-070, is adopted
by reference with the following amendments:

1. All references to the “Department” shall be changed to
“City of Auburn.”

2. All references to WAC Chapter 468-51 or sections thereof
shall be changed to “City of Auburn Design Standards.” (Ord. 5042
§ 1 (Exh. B), 1998.) "

Section 2. Implementation. The Mayor is hereby authorized to

implement such administrative procedures as may be necessary to carry out the

directions of this legislation.

Section 3. Severability. The provisions of this ordinance are

declared to be separate and severable. The invalidity of any clause, sentence,
paragraph, subdivision, section or portion of this ordinance, or the invalidity of the
application thereof to any person or circumstance shall not affect the validity of
the remainder of this ordinance, or the validity of its application to other persons
or circumstances.

Section 4. Effective date. This Ordinance shall take effect and be
in force five days from and after its passage, approval and publication as

provided by law.
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INTRODUCED:

PASSED:

APPROVED:

CITY OF AUBURN

PETER B. LEWIS

MAYOR

ATTEST:

Danielle E. Daskam,
City Clerk
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/aniel B. Heid,
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WSDOT Standards for Access Permitting on State Managed Access Highways

Chapter 468-52 WAC
Highway Access Management —
Access Control Classification System and Standards

Last Update: 2/25/99

Sections

468-52-010 Purpose.

468-52-020 Definitions.

468-52-030 General.

468-52-040 Access control classification system and standards.
468-52-050 Application of access control classification system
standards.

468-52-060 Assignment of access control classifications to high-
way segments,

468-52-070 Review and modification of classifications.

468-52-010 Purpose. This chapter is adopted in accordance
with chapter 47.50 RCW for the implementation of an access
control classification system and standards for the regulation and
control of vehicular ingress to, and egress from the state highway
system.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.01.101 and chapter 47.50 RCW. 93-03-
033 (Order 135). § 468-52-010, filed 1/13/93, effective 2/13/93.}

468-52-020 Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter, the
following definitions of the terms shall apply unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise:

(1) “Average daily traffic (ADT)” means the volume of traffic
passing a point or segment of a highway, in both directions, dur-
ing a period of time, divided by the number of days in the period
and factored to represent an estimate of traffic volume for an
average day of the year.

(2) “Conforming connection” means a connection that meets
current department location, spacing, and design criteria.

(3) “Connection” means approaches, driveways, turnouts, or
other means of providing for the right of access to or from con-
trolled access facilities on the state highway system.

(4) “Connection permit” means a written authorization given
by the department for a specifically designed connection to the
state highway system at a specific location for a specific type and
intensity of property use and specific volume of traffic for the
proposed connection, based on the final stage of proposed devel-
opment of the applicant’s property. The actual form used for this
authorization will be determined by the department.

(5) “Contiguous parcels” means two or more pieces of real
property under the same ownership with one or more boundaries
that touch and have similarity of use.

(6) “Controlled access facility” means a transportation facility
(excluding limited access facilities as defined in chapter 47.52
RCW) to which access is regulated by the governmental entity
having jurisdiction over the facility. Owners or occupants of abut-
ting lands and other persons have a right of access to and from
such facility at such points only and in such manner as may be
determined by the governmental entity.

(7) “Corner clearance” means the distance from an intersec-
tion of a public or private road to the nearest connection along
a controlled access facility. This distance is measured from the

closest edge of the traveled way of the intersecting road to the
closest edge of the traveled way of the connection measured
along the traveled way (through lanes).

(8) “Department” means the Washington state department of
transportation.

(9) “Governmental entity” means, for the purpose of this chap-
ter, a unit of local government or officially designated transporta-
tion authority that has the responsibility for planning, construc-
tion, operation, maintenance, or jurisdiction over transportation
facilities.

(10) “Intersection” means an at grade connection on a state
highway with a road or street duly established as a public road or
public street by the local governmental entity.

(11) *Joint use connection” means a single connection point
that serves as a connection to more than one property or develop-
ment, including those in different ownerships or in which access
rights are provided in the legal descriptions.

(12) “Limited access facility” means a highway or street
especially designed or designated for through traffic, and over,
from, or to which owners or occupants of abutting land, or other
persons have no right or easement, or only a limited right or ease-
ment of access, light, view, or air by reason of the fact that their
property abuts upon such limited access facility, or for any other .
reason to accomplish the purpose of a limited access facility.

(13) “Nonconforming connection” means a connection not
meeting current department location, spacing, or design criteria.

(14) “Permit” means written approval issued by the depart-
ment, subject to conditions stated therein, authorizing construc-
tion, reconstruction, maintenance, or reclassification of a state
highway connection and associated traffic control devices on or
to the department’s right of way.

(15) “Permitting authority” means the department or any
county, municipality, or transportation authority authorized to
regulate access to their respective transportation systems.

(16) “State highway system” means all roads, streets, and
highways designated as state routes in compliance with chapter
47.17 RCW.

(17) “Reasonable access” means an access connection that is
suitable for the existing and/or proposed property use and does
not adversely affect the safety, operations or maintenance of the
state highway system.

(18) “Variance permit” means a special nonconforming or
additional connection permit, issued for a location not normally
permitted by current department standards, after an engineering
study demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the department, that the
connection will not adversely affect the safety, maintenance or
operation of the highway in accordance with its assigned classifi-
cation. This permit will remain valid until modified or revoked by
the permitting authority.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 47.50 RCW. 99-06-035 (Order 188), §
468-52-020, filed 2/25/99, effective 3/28/99. Statutory Authority: RCW
47.01.101 and chapter 47.50 RCW. 93-03-033 (Order 135), § 468-52-
020, filed 1/13/93, effoctive 2/13/93.]

468-52-030 General. The connection and intersection spacing
distances specified in this chapter are minimums. Greater dis-
tances may be required by the department on individual permits
issued in accordance with chapter 468-51 WAC to provide desir-
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able traffic operational and safety characteristics. If greater dis-
tances are required, the department will document, as part of the
response to a connection permit application in compliance with
chapter 468-51 WAC, the reasons, based on traffic engineering
principles, that such greater distances are required. Nonconform-
ing permits may be issued in accordance with chapter 468-51
WAC allowing for less than minimum spacing where no other
reasonable access exists, or a variance connection permit may be
issued where it can be substantiated by a traffic analysis, to the
satisfaction of the department, through the permit application pro-
cess that allowing less than the minimum spacing or more than
the maximum number of connections, would not adversely affect
the desired function of the state highway in accordance with the
assigned access classification, and would not adversely affect the
safety, maintenance or operation of the state highway.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 47.50 RCW. 99-06-035 (Order 188), §
468-52-030, filed 2/25/99, effective 3/28/99. Statutory Authority: RCW
47.01.101 and chapter 47.50 RCW. 93-03-033 (Order 135), § 468-52-
030, filed 1/13/93, effective 2/13/93.]

468-52-040 Access control classification system and stan-
dards. This section provides an access control classification sys-
tem consisting of five classes. The functional characteristics and
the access control design standards for each class are described.
The classes are arranged from the most restrictive, class one, to

" the least restrictive, class five. This access control classification
system does not include highways or portions thereof that have
been established as limited access highways in compliance with
chapter 47.52 RCW. For state highways that are planned for the
establishment of limited access control in accordance with the
Master Plan for Limited Access Highways, an access control
classification will be assigned to each highway segment to remain
in effect until such time that the facility is established as a limited
access facility.

On all access classes, property access shall be located and de-
signed to minimize interference with transit facilities and/or high
occupancy vehicle (HOV) facilities on state highways where such
facilities exist or where such facilities are proposed in a state,
regional, metropolitan, or local transportation plan. In such cases,
if reasonable access is available from the general street system,
primary property access shall be provided from the general street
system rather than from the state highway.

(1) Class one.

(a) Functional characteristics:

These highways have the capacity for safe and efficient high
speed and/or high volume traffic movements, providing for inter-
state, interregional, and intercity travel needs and some intracity
travel needs. Service to abutting land is subordinate to providing
service to major traffic movements. Highways in this class are
typically distinguished by a highly controlled, limited number of
public and private connections, restrictive medians with limited
median openings on multilane facilities, and infrequent traffic
signals.

(b) Access control design standards:

(i) It is the intent that the design of class one highways be gen-
erally capable of achieving a posted speed limit of fifty to sixty-
five mph. Spacing of intersecting streets, roads, and highways
shall be planned with a minimum spacing of one mile. One-half

mile spacing may be permitted, but only when no reasonable
alternative access exists.

(ii) Private direct access to the state highway shall not be
permitted except when the property has no other reasonable ac-
cess to the general street system. The following standards will be
applied when direct access must be provided:

(A) The access connection shall continue until such time that
other reasonable access to a highway with a less restrictive ac-
cess control classification or access to the general street system
becomes available and is permitted.

{B) The minimum distance to another public or private access
connection shall be one thousand three hundred twenty feet.
Nonconforming connection permits may be issued to provide ac-
cess to parcels whose highway frontage, topography, or location
would otherwise preclude issuance of a conforming connection
permit; however, variance permits are not allowed. No more than
one connection shall be provided to an individual parcel or to
contiguous parcels under the same ownership.

(C) All private direct access shall be for right turns only on
multilane facilities, unless special conditions warrant and are
documented by a traffic analysis in the connection permit ap-
plication, signed and sealed by a qualified professional engineer,
registered in accordance with chapter 18.43 RCW.

(D) No additional access connections to the state highway
shall be provided for newly created parcels resulting from
property divisions. All access for such parcels shall be provided
by internal road networks. Access to the state highway will be at
existing permitted connection locations or at revised connection
locations, as conditions warrant.

(iii) A restrictive median shall be provided on multilane
facilities to separate opposing traffic movements and to prevent
unauthorized turning movements.

(2) Class two.

(a) Functional characteristics:

These highways have the capacity for medium to high speeds
and medium to high volume traffic movements over medium and
long distances in a safe and efficient manner, providing for inter-
regional, intercity, and intracity travel needs. Direct access ser-
vice to abutting land is subordinate to providing service to traffic
movement. Highways in this class are typically distinguished by
existing or planned restrictive medians, where multilane facili-
ties are warranted, and minimum distances between public and
private connections.

(b) Access control design standards:

(i) It is the intent that the design of class two highways be
generally capable of achieving a posted speed limit of thirty-five
to fifty mph in urbanized areas and forty-five to fifty-five mph in
rural areas, Spacing of intersecting streets, roads, and highways
shall be planned with a minimum spacing of one-half mile. Less
than one-half mile intersection spacing may be permitted, but
only when no reasonable alternative access exists. In urban areas
and developing areas where higher volumes are present or growth
that will require signalization is expected in the foreseeable
future, it is imperative that the location of any public access be
planned carefully to ensure adequate signal progression. Addition
of all new connections, public or private, that may require signal-
ization will require an engineering analysis signed and sealed by
a qualified professional engineer, registered in accordance with
chapter 18.43 RCW.
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